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[image: image1.png]THE SUPREME COURT of OHIO

OECED




(Insert name of Court)
INDEPENDENT CONTRACTOR AGREEMENT 

By this Independent Contractor Agreement (“Agreement”), entered into by and between the (insert name of Court) ("Court") and (insert name of Contractor) ("Contractor"), both parties agree as follows:

Section 1:
Responsibilities

A.
The Court.  The Court agrees to do each of the following:
1.
Engage Contractor as an independent contractor to perform the work set forth in paragraph (B)(1) of this Agreement.  

2.
Meet the terms of all reasonable requests of Contractor necessary to Contractor’s performance of work under this Agreement.

3.
Furnish space for use by Contractor while during Contractor’s performance of work under this Agreement.

B.
Contractor.  Contractor agrees to do each of the following:

1.
(Insert a detailed statement of the work to be performed by Contractor)

2.
Provide the Court Contractor’s IRS-assigned Employer Identification Number.
3.
Carry liability insurance, including malpractice insurance.

4.
Perform work under this Agreement in a timely and professional manner in accordance with local court rules providing for mediation, accepted and established practices supported by the Supreme Court of Ohio Dispute Resolution Section, and applicable standards established by the Supreme Court of Ohio Advisory Committee on Dispute Resolution.
5.
Not to disclose to any person, other than an employee of the Court, any documents marked confidential or proprietary or any confidential or proprietary information that is obtained through or results from work performed under this Agreement.
6.
Supply all tools, equipment, and supplies required to perform the work under this Agreement.

Section 2:
Compensation

A.
Contractor shall be compensated for work under this Agreement at a rate of (insert hourly, weekly, or monthly rate).  The Court shall not withhold any money from compensation for any federal, state, or local tax, or for any other reason.

B.
Contractor shall have no claim against the Court for vacation pay, sick leave, retirement benefits, social security, worker’s compensation, health or disability benefits, unemployment insurance benefits, or other employee benefits of any kind.

Section 3:
Payment Terms and Conditions

Contractor shall submit an invoice on (insert appropriate time).  The invoice must be received by the Court on or before (insert appropriate date). 

Section 4:
Independent Contractor Status

The parties have independently examined the relationship between them and have concluded that Contractor is acting as an independent contract in the performance of work under this Agreement.  Nothing in this Agreement shall be construed to create an employer-employee relationship between the Court and Contractor.  Contractor is and shall remain an independent contractor in Contractor’s relationship with the Court.

Section 5:
Term of Agreement
This Agreement is effective (insert date on which agreement begins and terminates or the term of the specific project). 
Section 6:
Termination
A.
Contractor shall be in default under the Agreement if the following occurs and is not remedied within five business days of the date of written notice of any such event given by the Court:  (a) Contractor fails to timely perform or observe any of its obligations under this Contract, or (b) Contractor withdraws (insert name of specific individual(s) performing the work, if applicable) from the project and cannot provide a replacement acceptable to the Court.

B.
Either party may terminate this Agreement at any time by giving (insert length of time) written notice to the other party.  

C.
If the Court terminates this Agreement, the Court shall nonetheless be responsible for payment of, and shall pay for all work performed by Contractor under this Agreement prior to the date on which Contractor receives written notice of termination, which sums shall be paid at the agreed-upon rate.

Section 7:
Change or Modification

This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement between the parties and any changes or modifications shall be made in writing, signed by the parties, and appended to the original Agreement.  

Section 8:
Construction

This Agreement shall be construed and interpreted and the rights of the parties determined in accordance with the laws of the State of Ohio.

Section 9:
Forum and Venue
All actions arising out of this Agreement shall be instituted in a court of competent subject matter jurisdiction in (insert county in which the Court is located), Ohio.

Section 10:
Severability

Whenever possible, each provision of this Agreement shall be interpreted in such a manner as to be effective and valid under applicable law, but if any provision of this Agreement is held to be prohibited by or invalid under applicable law, such provision shall be ineffective only to the extent of such prohibition or invalidity, without invalidating the remainder of such provisions of this Agreement.

Section 11:
Responsibility for Claims
Contractor shall indemnify, protect, and hold harmless the Court from and against any claim, loss, injury, damage, liability, or suit connected with, arising out of, or incident to Contractor’s performance of work under this Agreement.
Section 12:
Resolution of Disputes
The Court and Contractor recognize that litigation is an expensive, resource-consuming process for resolving business disputes.  Therefore, the Court and Contractor agree that if any controversy or dispute arises out of or relates to this Agreement, or any breach of this Agreement, they will attempt in good faith to settle the dispute expeditiously through mediation within thirty days.  The Court and Contractor shall attempt to mutually agree as to the provider of neutral services.

Section 13:
Miscellaneous

A.
Counterpart Original Copies.  This Agreement shall be executed in a sufficient number of originals to allow each party to retain an original copy.

B.
Agreement Controlling.  Where there is a conflict between the terms of this Agreement and the incorporated documents, this Agreement shall control.


IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Agreement as of the date of the last signature below.

(Insert name of the Court)
___________________________________

________________________

(Insert name of contracting authority)  

Date

Address:  ____________________________________________

Telephone Number: ___________________________

(Insert Name of Contractor)

___________________________________

_________________________

Contractor





Date

Address:  ___________________________________________________________
Telephone Number:  __________________________________________________
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